EDUCATION  FOR A WORLD ADRIFT

atmosphere and regarded Gladstone as an incarnation of
evil; to-day, I am a liberal, and should look to the future
more happily if I saw a modern Gladstone among our
politicians. Most people have similar experiences. Liberty
has outlived many tyrannies, and human nature, or rather
human reason, has a way of asserting itself; expellas furca,
tamen usque recurret; and perhaps the most constant law of
human conduct is that extremes always produce reaction.
The discipline of the Mediaeval Church is followed by the
license of the Renaissance, the rule of the Saints by the
Restoration Drama, the Classicism of the eighteenth cen-
tury by the Romantic Revival, the photographic art of the
nineteenth century by Surrealism and Cubism. The con-
temporaires of Tennyson could see no defects in him,
their successors no merits. In one age human beings walk
on the right side of the road; in the next they will be found
in the ditch on the left. The one thing, alas! which they
cannot do is to keep in the centre. And the danger, such
as it is^ of dominating a pupil's mind becomes negligible
when the teacher is aware of it, believes in truth and has
a respect for human personality; as he must if he has any
respect either for Hellenism or for Christianity.

In the past totalitarianism and tyranny might con-
ceivably have suppressed permanently any views but their
own. In fact, they have not done so. The invention of
printing, while it has given dictators new weapons of great
immediate effect, has enormously reduced their ultimate
power. The Emperor Domitian was wise when, having exe-
cuted the republican leaders, he destroyed their writings.
6 His savagery attacked not only the authors but even their
books, and the triumvirs were assigned the duty of burning
in the Forum these memorials of illustrious talent. Pre-
sumably Domitian thought that those flames destroyed
the voice of the Roman people, the freedom of the Senate,
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